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A Comparative Study of Snow Disasters in Northern and Southern China
——Taking Freezing and Snow Disaster in 2008 and Snowstorm Disaster in 2009 as Examples

Bai Yuan''?, Zhang Jiansong'*> and Wang Jingai' ">’
(1. School of Geography and Remote Sensing Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Key Laboratory of Regional Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
3. State Key Laboratory of Earth Surface Processes and Resources Ecology, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; Based on the two typical cases of snow disaster in North China in November 2009 and low-tempera-
ture freezing and snow disaster in South China in January 2008, the affected areas of both disasters are identified.
Comparative analyses are carried out according to disaster system theorem. It shows that the affected areas of the
two disasters are large, and the center of 2009 disaster is in the North China plain while that of the 2008 disaster is
in Nanling region. The transition regions of North and South China are overlapping areas of two disasters. Snow
disasters in South and North China occur in chain patterns. The disaster chain as rain and snow-freezing-low tem-
perature in South China is complicated and contains 25 chains. The disaster chain as snow-strong wind-low temper-
ature in North China is relatively simple. It consists of 8 single chains.

Key words: freezing and snow disaster of 2008 in south China; snowstorm disaster of 2009 in north China;

the disaster system; disaster chain; comparative study



