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Further Discussion on the Definition of Natural Disaster Risk

Ni Changjian and Wang Jie

( Plateau Atmosphere and Environment Key Laboratory of Sichuan Province, Chengdu University of
Information and Technology, Chengdu 610225, China)

Abstract: The existing definitions of natural disaster risk are summarized and their problems are pointed out

in this paper. The elements of natural disasters system and its mechanism are re-discriminated and the key contents

of the natural disaster risk are analyzed in detail. According to the study mentioned above, new definitions of natural

disaster risk are proposed, namely, natural disaster risk is the uncertainty of future natural disaster loss caused by

the evolution of the natural disaster system itself. Combined with the definition of the relevant rules, compliance of

the new definitions of natural disaster risk is verified. The new definitions not only deepen people’s understanding of

the natural disaster risk, but also clear the contents of natural disaster risk assessment.

Key words: natural disaster system; definition of risk; loss; future; uncertainty



