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Insecure Psychological Characteristics of Natural Disaster Perception and
Suggestions on Hazard Adjustments

Based on the Investigation and Analysis of Undergraduates in Beijing

Su Yun'?, Wu Guofeng', Zhu Li’, Zhou Xia' and Fu Lijia'

(1. School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Key Laboratory of Regional Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
3. School of Psychology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; It is fundamental to probe into the insecure psychological characteristics of natural disaster
perception of the public for carrying out disaster reduction education and establishing social prevention culture. A
questionnaire survey on the status quo and characteristics of natural disaster perception is made among the
undergraduates in five universities in Beijing. The statistical results indicate that these insecure characteristics exist
Undergraduates overestimated their hazard knowledge and experience, which was termed optimistic bias. In the
anticipation of acquainted hazards exhibited significant mental noise effect. As facing severe hazards, the majority
showed pessimistic emotion and emergency behavior of them was negatively distant to the average. Undergraduates
strongly depended and obeyed on governments in the process of hazard prevention and reduction. Based on that,
the article put forward some suggestions on reforming hazard perception and adjusting hazard activities of
undergraduates, for instance, popularizing accurate hazard prevention knowledge, improving psychological recovery
mechanism and strengthening motile consciousness.

Key words: natural disaster perception; optimistic bias; mental noise; hazard adjustment; Beijing



