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Trust in Local Disaster Reduction Ability and Its Influences on Public
Flood Risk Perception: Based on the Investigation and Analysis

Zhang Meihua'”?, Su Yun'?” and Zhong Jingnai'*
(1. School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Key Laboratory of Regional Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
3. Key Laboratory of Environment Change and Natural Disaster, Ministry of Education of China,
Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Research on public natural disaster risk perception may redound to revealing risk potential factors
and provide the basis for risk communication. Questionnaires were conducted in flood-prone areas in Chongqing
Municipality, Hunan Province and so on. Based on 635 valid questionnaires, the public trust in local flood disaster
reduction ability and their flood perception are studied. Results show that the public generally trust the social
disaster reduction capability and the degree of trust decreases from the monitoring and early warning, to local
infrastructural facilities, prevention engineering and governmental contingency. Furthermore, trust degree is
influenced by ages, disaster experience and areas’ economic development levels. Trust degree can influence public
risk perception. The strengthening of trust in social disaster reduction capabilities reduces the public’s worry about
flood and influences the judgment of areas’ flood risk. It creates both a positive and negative attitude towards the
prevention. So, constructing the view of scientific culture on disaster prevention as “cultural consciousness” is
helpful to the correct guidance to public awareness of disaster reduction measures and capacity limits.

Key words: ability of disaster reduction; public trust; flood risk perception; questionnaires
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