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A Preliminary Study of Hazard-induced Migration

Chen Yong
(Institute of Environment and Regional Development, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract; Natural disasters are not simply a natural event or process, but the result of destructive agents
imposed on hazard bearer in vulnerable conditions. In essence, natural hazards are an embodiment of the
unbalanced combined man-environment system and a reflection of disharmony in man-environment relations.
Migration has been a major adaptive strategy for humans when facing hazard risks. Natural hazards can never mean
migration at all. Hazard-induced migration is triggered by hazards under certain macro-conditions and influenced
by household characteristics. During post-disaster recovery after Wenchuan Earthquake, past theories on hazard-
induced migration may be relevant for resettlement work.

Key words: natural hazard; displacement; hazard-induced migration; Wenchuan earthquake
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