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Impact-response Processes of the Flood 1939 in the
Haihe River Basin and its Long-term Effects

FANG Xiugi', MA Yaling', LI Hansunbai', WAN Jinhong" > and YE Yu'

(1. Faculty of Geographical Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. China Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower Research, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: Flood in 1939 summer was one of the severest floods in the Haihe River basin. The flood was
caused by three large-scale extreme rains in July and August which made the rivers burst or overflows its banks. Di-
rect damages of the flood include that large amount people were died, injury or homeless; more than 50000 km’
land including 35000 hm’ cropland was flooded ; and mass of infrastructures were destroyed. The flood victims who
lost both their homes and means of livelihood became famines or refugees. Thousands of refugees were packed into
cities disturbed public order and caused social problems. The Japanese invaders, the foreign concessions, the Anti-
Japanese Border Region, and the social organizations had taken different countermeasures to response the flood and
its impacts and to rescue the flood victims. The Japanese invaders not only coped with the disaster relief passively,
but enrolled new puppet soldiers and cheap worker from the refugees. In contrast, the Border Region won more
support from the people for the positive and efficient countermeasures to the disaster relief and the recovery from the
disaster, that made the foundation for winning the Anti-Japanese war be more strengthened.

Key words: 1939 ; Haihe river; flood disaster; impact and response of disaster



