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Influence of Central Environmental Protection Inspectors on
China Cities’ Air Quality

WU Chunxia', WU Xianhua'"?, HONG Yicheng' and GUO Ji'"?
(1. School of Economics and Management, Shanghai Maritime University, Shanghat 201306, China;
2. Collaborative Innovation Center on Forecast and Evaluation of Meteorological Disasters ,

Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology, Nanjing 210044, China)

Abstract. Central environmental protection inspector is a new way of environmental supervision in China.
Since 2016, the central environmental protection inspector team has been stationed in 31 provinces and cities, and
has completed its first inspection and “looking back” within three years. To study whether the central environmen-
tal protection inspector improved the air quality, and analysis the influence of the central environmental protection
inspector on air qualities in resource-based cities and no resource-based cities, daily data of air quality in 283 cities
in China in August 2015 to December 2018 are collected and econometric model is used. Main conclusions in-
clude: (1) The first round of the inspector and the first batch of “look back” were significantly reduced the AQI,
PM, s and PM,;,. (2) The first round of central environmental protection inspector had more significant impact on
resource-based cities. Based on this, this paper concluded that behaviors of central environmental protection in-
spectors should be normalized and the supervision of resource-based cities should be focused on.

Key words: central environmental protection inspector; air pollution; resource-based city



