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Analysis on the Factors Affecting Post-disaster Recovery Period

Su Yun'??, Lin Xjaomei'” and Li Na'?
(1. School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Key Laboratory of Regional Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875,
China; 3. Key Laboratory of Environment Change and Natural Disaster, Ministry of
Education of China, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Resilience is an important part of disaster reduction, so discussion of its factors contributes to
improving hazard-affected body’s ability to adapt to the change and abnormity. The recovery period is used as the
indicator of resilience in this research. Questionnaires were conducted concerning the subjective perception of the
victims in flood area. Based on 539 valid questionnaires, the relations among the victim’s disaster experience,
individual property and the length of recovery period are analyzed by the method of contingency table analysis.
Resulis show that the period of post-disaster recovery usually is 5 months and the material recovery is about 7. 4
months. The calmer during the disaster, the easier the recovery will be. In contrast, the material recovery will be
more difficult if there are serious losses. The psychology during disaster and losses both play a significant part in the
recovery. However, the post-disaster rescue does not have a clear function to change recovery period. While, the
family structure, education and income level of individual property have little relation with the material and spirit
recovery. Therefore expanding the rescue channels for victims and promoting the insurance will be helpful for
improving the resilience.

Key words: recovery period; flood; disaster experience; social survey; contingency table analysis



