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The Influence of Migrant Laborers on Resilience of Hazard Bearing Bodies
——A Case Study on Drought Survey in Xingtai County, Hebei Province

Wan Jinhong'”*, Wang Jing’ai'">*, Li Rui'* and Chen Jing'*
(1. School of Geography and Remote Sensing Science, Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875, China;
2. Key Laboratory of Regional Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
3. Key Laboratory of Environment Change and Natural Disaster, Ministry of Education of China,
Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Rural labor resources are the important factor of resilience of farmer’s hazard-bearing body. In
traditional view, migrant laborers can increase family income, and then improve household drought resilience. A
field investigation in Xingtai County, Hebei province shows that there is a subtle relationship between migrant labor
and household drought resilience. The study indicates that if a migrant laborer is a householder, he is of active
significance not only for post-disaster agricultural production recovery but also for family’s economic recovery.
Meantime householder will contribute his all salary to family and improving family life. But for a family, of which
the children leave hometown for wage-labor, the children are no longer willing to engage in agricultural production.
The children’s contribution to the family’s income is quite limited. So the influence of children migrant laborer on
household drought resilience is weaker than that of the householder.

Key words: migrant labor; farmer’s household drought resilience; production recovery; household economy

recovery ; Xingtai of Hebei



