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Analysis on Environment of Disasters Resulting from River Blockage in Tibet

Cheng Zunlan'?, Tian Jinchang’, Zhang Zhengbo® and Qiang Ba’
(1. Key Laboratory of Mountain Hazards and Surface Process, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chengdu 61004, China;
2. Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chengdu 610041, China;
3. Institute of Traffic Science, Traffic Bureau of Tibet, Lhasa, China)

Abstract: Blockage of rivers by large landslides often results in great disasters. In the recent years, there
have been 14 events of river blockage in the east and south of Tibet. The disasters can be identified as debris flow,
landslide, and sometimes the combination of them. Such disasters are mainly distributed in the east and south of
Tibet because of their geomorphologic features of deep incision, steep slope, and active neotectonic movement,
and the frequent seismic activities. In particular, loose materials due to the Quaternary moraine and oceanic
glacier abound in the area, which provide material sources for landslides and debris flows.

Key words: landslide; debris flow; disaster from river blockage; Tibet



