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A Preliminary Discussion on Basic Concepts and Major
Categories of Environmental Hazards

Shang Zhihai'? and Liu Xilin'~
(1. School of Geographical Sciences and Planning, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
2. School of Geography and Tourism, Jiaying University, Meizhou 514105, China;
3. Natural Disaster Research Center, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Basic concepts and category classification of environmental hazards are reviewed according to the
analysis on their present research situation home and abroad. Based on the three elements of a hazard, all hazards
are believed to be caused by natural and humanistic environments. Environmental hazards can therefore be classified
into two categories, according to hazard inducing environments, as natural and man-made (humanistic) ones,
namely the natural disasters and man-made or humanistic disasters. Therefore, environmental hazards are equated
with disasters which inlucde natural disasters and man-made disasters. Environmental hazards belong to the scope of
disaster science, which directly related to the safety of people’s life and property. While environmental pollution
and environment issues belong to the scope of environmental science, as they only affect human
health. Environmental pollution is an environmental problem, but environmental hazards differ obviously from
environmental pollution and environmental problems in definition.

Key words: environmental hazards; definition; category; environmental pollution; environmental problem



