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Response after the Disaster of MS. 0 Wenchuan Earthquake
——A Case Study of Student Response

Yang Jie, Wang Jing’ai and Li Rui

(1. Key Laboratory of Regional Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;

2. School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Based on web-based information, response of students to the M8. 0 Wenchuan earthquake in May

2008 is explored, including the spatial differentiations of response types, its intensity, and driving forces. The

major objective is to evaluate the differences of response capacity of students. The results show that: (1) students’

voluntary donation and resumption of classes outside the disaster affected areas are two main kinds of post-disaster

response ; (2) the main factor that determines the spatial differentiations of response is not the traffic condition, but

the psychological alienation due to the long distance; @) the driving forces vary over time, in which the one to

meet the need of self-reinforce has a high speed but lower sustainability, while the one to meet the needs of disaster

affected areas has a low speed but high sustainability.

Key words: Wenchuan earthquake; catastrophe response; network data; student groups; driving force of response



