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Anti-Drought Based on Scientific Principles
——A Case Study on Combating Drought and Protecting Wheat in 2009

Zheng Dawei
( China Agricultural University, Beijing 100193, China; Beijing Association of
Disasters Reduction, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Drought is one of the most serious disasters that affect agricultural production in China. Winter
wheat region in northern China experienced a severe meteorological drought in early 2009. But because of good
seedling growth before the winter and adequate bottom soil moisture, the crop drought except some areas was not so
serious. Although certain successes are achieved in combating drought to protect wheat in Henan and Anhui
provinces, for the entire winter wheat region in northern China, some experiences and lessons should be
summarized and learned. There exist some misunderstandings for drought and countermeasures, for instance,
confusion of meteorological drought with agricultural drought, freezing damage with drought and unexpected
disasters with accumulated disasters. In some areas, people only pay attention to irrigation, instead of agronomic
techniques. In fact the latter is more effective sometimes. The unrealistic media hype deviates sciences. The
analysis on the reasons of bumper harvest of winter wheat in northern China in 2009 indicates that the most
important cause of serious damage of drought and freezing in some areas is poor sowing quality. Some basic
principles and suggestions for improving combating drought in scientific way are proposed.

Key words: winter drought; wheat production; a combating drought in scientific way; experiences and

lessons; 2009



