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An Overview on Great Earthquakes and Land Subsidence Disasters

Zhang Baohong

(Institute of Crustal Dynamics, China Earthquake Administration, Beijing 100085, China)

Abstract: Early legends, underwater relics, historical documents and modern measurements of land

subsidence due to great earthquakes in history at home and abroad are reviewed.

It is indicated that land

subsidence is closely related to great earthquakes. Such kind of subsidence disaster is of flowing characteristics.

The first, land subsidence occurs mainly during the seismic process. The second, the most severe subsidence

takes place in epicentral area. And the third, the greater the earthquake is, the larger the subsidence area will

be, which can be as large as thousands of square kilometers. From these characteristics, it is thought that this

kind of subsidence is due to crustal tectonic movement.

Key words: historical earthquake; modern earthquake; land subsidence disaster; overview



