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Comparison of Governmental Relief Food Scheduling and Social
Consequences during Droughts of 1743 — 1744 AD and
1876 — 1878 AD in North China

Xiao Lingbo', Huang Huan® and Wei Zhudeng’

(1. Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101,
China; 2. School of Geography and Remote Sensing, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract. In this paper, based on historical documents ( mainly Actual Annals of Qing Dynasty) and climate
change research, two typical droughts respectively occurring in the flourishing (1743 - 1744 AD) and declining
(1876 — 1878 AD) periods of the Qing dynasty in North China are selected and reconstructed with historical
information about climate background, disaster situation, governmental measures ( especially inter-regional relief
food scheduling conducted by central government) , and social consequences (refugee migration and revolts). The
results of comparative study of the two cases are as follows. Governmental relief food scheduling during drought of
1743 — 1744 AD could be characterized by colossal amount, broad sources, and high efficiency, which led to
superbly organized famine relief and well maintained social order. In contrast, during drought of 1876 — 1878 AD,
relief food raised by government was extremely limited in both amount and sources, and even worse, inefficiently
transported to disaster area. Consequently, mass emigration and numerous revolting events broke out in and after
the drought. The transformation occurred in the background of agricultural depression in main grain producing
areas, interruption of Grand Canal, and decline of water transport & storage system. In addition, the different
transport accessibility of disaster areas of the two droughts was also an important factor in relief food scheduling.

Key words: North China; historical droughts; social response; relief food scheduling; Actual Annals of
Qing Dynasty



