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Survey and Analysis on Public Awareness of Disaster Reduction in
the Severest Disaster Areas of 5. 12 Wenchuan Earthquake

Chen Rong'"?, Cui Peng', Su Zhiman', Li Yungui’, Zeng Chao" * and Yu Jian*
(1. Key Laboratory of Mountain Hazards and Earth Surface Process, Chinese Academy of Sciences ,
Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences & Ministry of Water
Conservancy, Chengdu 610041, China; 2. Sichuan Provincial General Station of Geo-environment
Monitoring, Chengdu 610071, China; 3. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049 ,
China ; 4 Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059, China)

Abstract. In order to comprehend peoples perception regarding hazards, risk, vulnerability and resilience as
well as demand of disaster reduction, we used questionnaires and in-depth interviews in rural communities of Du-
jlangyan City, Sichuan Province and comparison of behavioral tendencies by gender, age and degree of education.
The survey results showed that the majority of respondents could identify their exposure to potential mountain haz-
ards threats, with relatively strong disaster risk awareness, especially these who have received disaster reduction
trainings. The results reflected some pparticipants thought they were lucky to avoid secondary disasters, especially
the young and middle-aged; the understanding of disaster prevention skills should be strengthened. Whats more,
there has great potential to mobilize people for disaster risk reduction. Combining with local practical situation, this
article proposes following countermeasures, including improvement ways and methods of trainings, reinforcement
public awareness and initiative of disaster prevention, reinforcement risk communication and coordination between
local government and public. These countermeasures would provide psychosocial basis for activities on mountain
disaster risk reduction.

Key words: Wenchuan earthquake ; severest disaster areas; mountain hazards; awareness of disaster reduc-
tion; community-based disaster reduction; questionnaire survey



