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Progress in Research on Social Vulnerability of Natural Disaster
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Abstract; With the progress in disaster study, social vulnerability has become an important part of the study

of vulnerability to natural disasters, and has gradually become an independent field of disaster science. After sys-

tematically formulating the concept and theoretical connotation of social vulnerability, this study differentiated the

relationship between risk, sensitivity, adaptation and social vulnerability, summarized conceptual models, theoreti-

cal frameworks, methods, and theory for factors selection. We discussed existing issues and research directions for

social vulnerability. Social vulnerability study provides the theoretical base and methodologies for the further explo-

ration of root causes of vulnerability, the identification of sensitive elements and the vulnerable links in social sys-

tem, and the improvement of regional comprehensive risk governance system.
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