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Connotation and Discrimination of Natural Disasters

Yu Liangju'* > and Ma Wandong’
(1. Key Laboratory of Coastal Environmental Processes and Remediation, Chinese Academy of Sciences ,
Yantai 264003, China; 2. Yantai Institute of Coastal Zone Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences

Yantai 264003, China; 3. Satellite Environment Center, Ministry of Environmental Protection ,
Beijing 100094, China)

Abstract: The concept of natural disaster is the basic concept in the study of disaster science, to which scien-
tific understanding has important guiding significance for disaster research. We state the scientific connotation of
natural disasters from its six elements. Natural disaster means the historical, present and future events that can pro-
duce the damage of human life, property loss and eco-environment, caused by abnormal or extreme natural phe-
nomena and process in certain geographic space. And also distinguishes the six pairs of terms about disaster, such
as event and accident, harm and danger, natural disaster and natural hazards, natural disaster and natural disaster
risk, natural disaster and natural catastrophe, natural disaster and human induced disaster. The concept suggested
can further deepen the people’ s understanding of natural disasters, and it is also of great significance to promote
people for fullyscientific understanding the relationship between natural and human.

Key words; natural disaster; disaster causing factor; risk; event; danger



