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Adaptive Behaviors to Natural Disasters of Families in
Zhuhai City and its Factors

LIU Xiaogang' >, ZHANG Wenhui""** and YANG Saini'" >’

(1. Key Laboratory of Environmental Change and Natural Disaster, Ministry of Education, Beijing Normal University ,
Beijing 100875, China; 2. Faculty of Geographical Science, Academy of Disaster Reduction and Emergency
Management , Beijing Normal University, Betjing 100875, China; 3. State Key Laboratory of Earth Surface

Processes and Resource Ecology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Natural disaster adaptability is an important part of the study of disaster reduction. The present
studies are mainly focused on the factors affecting the adaptability of natural disasters in rural families, but less on
that of urban families. Based on the adaptability data of natural disasters in Zhuhai, the study analyzed the status of
adaptability behavior of family natural disasters, and probed into the influencing factors. The results of descriptive
statistical analysis showed that the family awareness higher natural disasters are the typhoon, rainstorm, flood,
earthquake, and thunder and lightning, 58% of the samples were not satisfied with the natural disaster response
and ability, but all through non-engineering measures such as the reserve, the government relief, emergency train-
ing and other engineering measures such as strengthening houses, adding equipment and facilities to respond to nat-
ural disasters. According to Logistic regression model, families’ behaviors in adaptation to natural disasters were
significantly affected by these variables including gender, living life, the types of natural disaster loss, degree of
satisfaction with the natural disaster response and ability, experienced natural disasters or not, radio and television
networks, learning time, and propaganda type. Therefore, the government and other organizations should innovate
emergency publicity, strengthen the community construction, enhance response capability, and create conditions for
improving families’ adaptabilities to natural disasters.

Key words: family; natural disaster; adaptation; Logistic model; Zhuhai



