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A Review on Classification and Loss Assessment of Natural Disasters

WU Jidong, HE Xin, WANG Cailin and YE Mengqi
(Key Laboratory of Environmental Change and Natural Disaster, MOE & MCA, Faculty of Geographical Science,
Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Scientific and systematic assessment of post-disaster losses is the prerequisite basis for the restoration

and reconstruction planning. Disaster loss-type classification has become more detailed as referred by well-known for-

eign institutions, post-disaster needs assessment has been the main focus of disaster management compared with tradi-

tional disaster loss assessment, but disaster loss assessment is still the basis for post-disaster needs assessment. Al-

though the social and environmental impacts of disasters are difficult to quantify in economic value, their negative,

extensive and far-reaching impact on society and economy make managers have to pay attention to the assessment of

the consequences of disasters in order to meet the needs of disaster management. Simultaneously, the disaster loss

classification criterion based on the impact dynamics of disaster losses from an economic point of view is more suitable

for post-disaster need assessment. In view of the statistical system of disaster losses in China, it is of great signifi-

cance to further refine and perfect the statistical index system of disaster losses and to carry out the research on the

relevant loss and impact assessment methods and standards for scientific and reasonable disaster management.

Key words: loss-type classification; direct losses; indirect economic losses; damage and loss assessment;

natural disasters



