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Investigation on Government Disaster Relief Strategy of
Huaxian County Earthquake in 1556

MU Di'"* and CHEN An'"?
(1. Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049 , China)

Abstract: According to the economic development level, we study the government disaster relief strategy of
the 1556 Huaxian Earthquake, and propose the Tax Bearing Index calculated by tax and population to estimate the
level of economic development in ancient China. The central government of Huaxian earthquake relief area is not a
serious disaster area, but a region with better economic development. This shows that the important factor affecting
the decision-making of the Ming Dynasty government in disaster relief is the regional economic development, not the
disaster situation and people’s conditions. We not only put forward a new viewpoint on the influencing factors of
government decision-making in Huaxian earthquake, but also put forward a calculation method of Tax Bearing Index
for ancient economic research.

Key words: Huaxian County Earthquake; Ming Dynasty; government; disaster relief strategy; Tax Bearing

Index; emergency management



